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Study Centre 
	  

The what, the where, the why and the how 
 
 
 

    
                                                                       Helen Preston, coordinator  
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Background (Why did we start thinking about a Study 
Centre at all) 

•  Upper secondary school for EVERYBODY 
•  Norwegian law on education: Adapted training 
•  Each institution has to find a way of providing 

customized and adapted teaching 
•  Focus on basic skills (within literacy and numeracy) 

the New Possibilities Program 
•  «Old» ways of providing individual based training 

failed to succeed 
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Aim (What do we want to achieve) 

•  To provide customized and adapted teaching for students who 
are in the need of it 

•  To get as many students as possible to finish their education 
with a full set of marks 

•  To avoid drop out 
•  To help students achieve in subjects where they have always 

struggled 
•  To help students believe in themselves and their own 

performance 
•  To give students a chance to relate to other students 
•  To help guiding students in choices concerning education 
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“To help students achieve in subjects where they 
have always struggled” 
 •  http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/
cube_creator/ 
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What is a study centre and where is it located?  

•  A defined area of the school (access to small 
rooms) 

•  Dedicated teachers (6-15 in number) 
•  A coordinator (and a leader) 
•  Alternative methodology with focus on what is 

practical and relevant for the students 
•  Teaching in small groups 
•  Targeted subjects  
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How is it organized? 

•  Parallel teaching English and mathematics 
•  Selecting process 
•  Transfer of students 
•  Contracts 
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“Alternative methodology focusing on what is  
practical and relevant for the students” 

 

DANIEL 
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Content (What and how) 

•  Mathematics  
•  English 
•  Reading courses 
•  Writing courses 
•  Language teaching for minority students 
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Mathematics  
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English 
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Reading as a basic skill 

•  BEFORE    
•  DURING 
•  AFTER 
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BEFORE  

•  Prepare the reading 
•  Use techniques to find out what you know of the topic 

from before 
 (Mind map, quiz, various forms to fill in) 

•  Establish the intention and the purpose of the reading  
–  What type of text are you dealing with? 
–  What is it to be used as? 
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Who is out?  
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DURING 

•  Make use of techniques on how to take notes                             
(Post it labels, text marking, key words)  

•  Watch  your own reading, do you understand what you are 
reading? 

•  Ask questions, find connections, try to solve, try to draw 
conclusions  

•  Discuss, alone or in pairs 
•  Visualize, draw on paper or make drawings in your head 
•  Work on unfamiliar words, concepts  
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Two column form (main idea – details) 

 IMPORTANT 
CONCEPT 

(Main idea) 

 EXPLANATIONS 

(Details) 
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AFTERWARDS 

•  Time to reflect, what did you learn?  
•  Forms to fill in (“friends” chart, two column, right/

wrong)  
•  Transform from reading to writing, write a 

summary 
•  Sum up and discuss 
•  Make a cheat sheet 
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“Friends” chart (find similarities and differences) 
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WRITING AS A BASIC SKILL 

Creative Writing  
  
-writing in order to learn 

Objective writing  
  
-learning how to write, 
writing with a purpose 

-  Explore 

-  Everything is allowed  
-  Get ideas 

-  Writing only for oneself  
-  No structure 

  
  

-  Writing for a reader, 
and audience 

-  Pass on thoughts 

-  Genre and orthography 
matter 

-  Structure 

  
Everybody can do it It is smart to receive help 

and use all means of help 
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SCAFFOLDING 

•  Teach the students how to make use of various 
recipes, templates etc.  

•  http://www.projectcriss.com/ 
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Attitude towards education and students all together: 

 

Haugaland videregående skole - www.haugaland.vgs.no 22 


